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u like to actaiovvledge. with thanks, the Office Action mailed 
The Applicant would like to acta^ovvlea, ^^^^ 

— r :r:rrz— ---- - 

AppHcan. has excelled ,h.se claims which should .nder ftc objccdons moo.. 



Claims 1 . 2, 22, 23 were rei«.ed under 35 U.S.C. § 102W as g 

.,„;i«,oEoothctal.(hereinafterBooth). Qaims 4-21 and 25-17 were rejected 

'T\5;^r a^hC^^^^^ 

:r3SM:,x— ^^^^^ 

■^"Ttresen.inve.-.on.asnowclaimedinci.i.s.S.eoasdirec^d.oaum^^^^^^^^ 

inrerfacl an reci»s ma, the transmit oon«l register and output interface (c.atn, 48, or th 
"dtin,erface,ogic(c,aim55,rec=iveasignalfromthetransceiver.hat,s.n^^^^ 

Tf ttele of transceiver coupled to the module. a»l that the module fotntats (or de-tonnats 
al a— IV. By contrast. Booth is for a networt. interface card that has one mpu^ and two 
oX s rconJun.,nBoothmere,yactsasa^^^ 

cotlequcnce, must lotow the type of output being selected in advance as opposed to he claims 
I^irlresen inven^on which receives a si^l ^m the transceiver indicahng what of 
I!:Lerisooup.edtothemodu,e.ha,.he«odu,eiscoupledtoa„dfo..a.s.hedata 

"'"'t:.hisdirected.oan.twor..n.erf.ecard.oproviderwoormoreUn,tsb^^^^^^ 
computersystemandanetworitM. .0, lines 53-54). 

is confined to dynamicaUy switch between a flrs. physical layer dev.ce («rst PHY) and 
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second physical layer device (second PHV) in establishing . n«work link (col. 6, lines 29-34). 
Switchmg may occnr between physical layer devices if an active .inlc is deiennined .c be down 
or unreliable (col. 6. lines 37-391 col. 9, lines 62-64). 

The first PHY is coupled to a medium (such as flber-optic cable) that reqmrea a 
continuous connection (col. 6. hues 41^2). The second PHY is coupled to a second 
transmission medium (such as copper cable) that does not require a continuous connectton 
(Abstract). Tlte network mterface card includes a link sw.tchhts umt. a physical layer mtrface 
unit and a control unit (Abstract). The control unit generates a select signal indicatmg whteh 
physical layer device is curr«ttly selected (M; cf. col. 6, lines 53-55). Accordingly the hnk 
switching unit couples the currently selected PHY as determined by switch signal 544 wh.ch ts 
dependent on signal 505 received fiom control unit 500) to physical interftce untt 41 2 (col .5. 
lines 2-4) When control unit 500 in Booth receives PHY input data ftom bus 214. thts data .s 
conveyed on bus 502 to both sub-layer 514 and sub-layer 516 (col. 14. lines S-IO). The present 
invention does not send da«. to two separate sub-layers and select the sub-layer via a 
multiplexer. 

Si..ilarly. signals from link swHch unit 420 are sent via bus 522 to both sub-layers 5 1 4, 
516 and multiplexer 512A determmes which sub-layer's output is forwarded to control unit 
50o! Whereas the present invention only has one sub-layer and sends the signal from the sub- 
layer to the interface module (output or input). 

The aforementioned deficiencies in Booth are not remedied by any teaching of Ng. The 
Examiner rehes on NG for disclosing utilization of LVDS would result in reduced power 
consumption and that a mapping function for an LVDS signal is not required and the 
information is encoded and directly input to the physical interface. 

Claims 49-54 and 56-60 directly depend from claims 48 and 55 respectively. 
T^er^fore, for reasons already set forth for claims 48 and 55, claims 49-54 and 56-60 are in 
condition of allowance over the cited prior art. 

Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing, claims 48-60 are patentable over the cited prior art. If there are 
any fees necessitated by the foregoing communicadon, please charge such fees to our Deposit 
Account No. 50-0902, referencing our Docket No- 71795/10728. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
TUCKER, ELLIS & WEST 



Re^^ionNo. 47,230 
1 1 50 Huntington Building 
925 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115-1475 
Customer No. 23380 
(216) 696-3864 (phone) 
(216) 592-5009 (fax) 



Date 





Pug* 7 of 7 



■71795/10728/820143/1 

PAGE 717 • RCVD AT 21112005 6:50:27 PM [Eastern Standard Time] « SVR:USPT0€FXRF.1fll « DNIS:8729308 * CSID:216 592 5009 « DURATION (iniiKS):02.1^^ 



